
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE RAP 

SHEET October 2009  
A Quar te r ly  News le t te r  

 

A Publication of the Iowa Corrections Association  
www.IowaICA.com  

THE PRESIDENTõS NOTE by Julie Vantiger-Hicks 

Greetings to all my fellow ICA Members:  
 
It is with honor that I have the privilege of working with all of you and leading this fine 
organization.  I constantly find myself amazed by the dedication and hard work of so many 
individuals that devote their time which makes ICA such a strong organization.  That was 
clearly evidenced by the success of the Fall Conference held at the Honey Creek Resort at 
Lake Rathbun in September.  As I had hoped, the teamwork of ICA members spread 
throughout the state was overwhelming.  I want to personally thank the tri-chairs, Russ Fry, 
Dan Smith and Ron Mullen.  You guys did an AWESOME job!  The training was superb, 
and I believe everyone had a great time.  This conference was a premier example of 
working with fellow state agencies to more effectively utilize state money by working with 
the Department of Natural Resources and the Iowa Board for the Treatment of Sexual 
Abusers.  A special thanks goes out to our vendors-WOW, YOUR SUPPORT IS 
AMAZING, and we couldnôt do it without you.  I firmly believe that when times get tough, it 
is then that we pull together and really show how strong we are.  Many of you came on 
your own dime and that is to be commended. 
 
Our co-chairs for the 2010 Spring Conference, Tenette Carlson and Teresa OôTool, have 
already been hard at it making plans for what I believe is going to be yet another 
unforgettable conference.  The conference is scheduled for May 5, 6, 7, 2010, to be held at 
the Kingôs Pointe Resort at Storm Lake.  In addition, the hotel has guaranteed us state rate 
for hotel rooms, currently $50.  The theme is ñLighting the Way with ICAò and I am 
confident that there will be training that will attract everyone no matter what capacity you 
serve in your job.  Just remember: We are the light in the darkness. 
 
Being President of ICA has been a long term goal of mine since I attended my first ICA in 
1995.  As I found for myself and I wish the same for all of you, ICA has been a blessing for 
me both professionally and personally.  We are a family and when part of that family is 
missing there is a huge void.  All of you who may have been active in the past but have not 
been able to come lately, I welcome you back.  You are truly missed. 
 
On November 6, 2009, I am planning a mini retreat for the Board to meet with the co-chairs 
of all the committees to discuss strategies and goals for the coming years.  In addition, I 
would like to add some additional committees, so now is the time to get involved.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  We are constantly looking for 
ideas or changes to make ICA more effective, and I would love to hear from you. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Julie Vantiger-Hicks 
Work: 563/263-9168x13 
Cell: 319/572-2278 
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Another 
successful ICA 

Fall 
Conference!  

 See page 2-5 
for photos and 

highlights .  
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Mara Ohrt  (1st District) was 
the winner of a Garmin ï GPS. 
She was the big prize winner 
in Vendor Bingo  

 

AFSCME hosted a BBQ get-
together Wednesday evening in 
one of Honey Creekôs cabins.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

151 people attended 

the conference 

 

Hospitality Room ï once 
again stocked with an 

exceptional supply of food & 
drink. Thank you! 



 

 

 

  

 

Thank you to all of 

the vendors, 

trainers & guests! 
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